
The State of Alberta’s
Labour Market – Update

April 27, 2016



State of the 
economy...

Are we close to the 
bottom?
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Unemployment Rate - Alberta
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What sectors 
have been hit 

hardest?
Oil & Gas Exploration

Manufacturing
Transportation

Professional (Engineering)
Accommodation
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Lost: 40,000 O&G Extraction Jobs
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Lost: 30,000 Manufacturing Jobs
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Lost: 20,000 Transportation Jobs
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Lost: 15,000 Engineering Jobs
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Lost: 20,000 Accommodation Jobs



What sectors 
have been OK.

Retail
Finance/Insurance

Health Care
Education

Public Service
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Forecast



Forecast
Economic Growth

Employment Growth



Forecast:
Alberta Budget

Scenario
What if the economic scenario 

in the 2016 Alberta Budget were 
to come true...



Economic Growth (GDP)
Alberta - Forecast
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Oil Prices
WTI - Forecast
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Employment Alberta - Forecast
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Unemployment Rate - Alberta
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Change in Employment
Alberta - Forecast
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Selected 
Industry 
Forecasts

Oil & Gas
Construction
Retail Trade

Professional Scientific
Education Services

Health Services
Public Service



Employment Forecast:
Oil & Gas Extraction
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Employment Forecast:
Support Activities Oil & Gas Extraction
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Employment Forecast:
Petroleum and Coal Products Manufacturing
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Employment Forecast:
Construction

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

252.4247.2242.3237.8237.8
259.9

(0
00

)

Historical AB Budget Scenario



Employment Forecast:
Retail Trade
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Employment Forecast:
Professional, Scientific and Technical Services
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Employment Forecast:
Education Services
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Employment Forecast:
Health Care Services and Social Assistance
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Employment Forecast:
Public Service
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Fastest Growing Occupations
(5 years 2016-2020)

Rank (NOC#) Occupation Jobs
1         3012 Registered nurses and registered psychiatric nurses 6,930

2         6421 Retail salespersons 5,406

3         3413 Nurse aides, orderlies and patient service associates 3,938

4         4214 Early childhood educators and assistants 3,317

5         0621 Retail and wholesale trade managers 2,936

6         0821 Managers in agriculture 2,915

7         4032 Elementary school and kindergarten teachers 2,800

8         7511 Transport truck drivers 2,643

9         1241 Administrative assistants 2,263

10         4212 Social and community service workers 2,118



Fastest Growing Occupations
(2016 only)

Rank (NOC#) Occupation Jobs
1         3012 Registered nurses and registered psychiatric nurses 1,343

2         3413 Nurse aides, orderlies and patient service associates 759

3         4214 Early childhood educators and assistants 634

4         4032 Elementary school and kindergarten teachers 562

5         0821 Managers in agriculture 537

6         4212 Social and community service workers 361

7         4031 Secondary school teachers 308

8         4413 Elementary and secondary school teacher assistants 295

9         3233 Licensed practical nurses 248

10         4412 Home support workers, housekeepers and related 
occupations

212



Occupations in Decline
(2016 only)

Rank (NOC#) Occupation Jobs
1         7271 Carpenters -2,086

2         7611 Construction trades helpers and labourers -1,918

3         7241 Electricians (except industrial and power system) -1,780

4         7511 Transport truck drivers -1,340

5         0711 Construction managers -1,258

6         7237 Welders and related machine operators -1,228

7         7521 Heavy equipment operators (except crane) -1,007

8         7251 Plumbers -889

9         7284 Plasterers, drywall installers and finishers and lathers -636

10         7452 Material handlers -634



Occupations in Decline
(5 years 2016-2020)

Rank (NOC#) Occupation Jobs
1         7271 Carpenters -577

2         7241 Electricians (except industrial and power system) -469

3         7611 Construction trades helpers and labourers -404

4         0711 Construction managers -305

5         7251 Plumbers -249

6         7284 Plasterers, drywall installers and finishers and lathers -212

7         0712 Home building and renovation managers -175

8         7294 Painters and decorators (except interior decorators) -173

9         7291 Roofers and shinglers -116

10         7205 Contractors and supervisors, other construction 
trades, installers, repairers and servicers

-102



Employment Forecast:
      012 Managers in financial and business
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Employment Forecast:
      217 Computer and information systems 
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Employment Forecast:
      311 Physicians, dentists and veterinarians

0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

12,000

14,000

16,000

18,000

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

17,00716,52516,07315,65215,20514,811

(0
00

)

Historical AB Budget Scenario



Employment Forecast:
        4031 Secondary school teachers
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Employment Forecast:
        5123 Journalists
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Employment Forecast:
      725 Plumbers, pipefitters and gas fitters
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Occupation 
Forecasts

Available for 400+ occupations
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Economic Diversification


